About The Tech Labs
The Tech Labs is a site dedicated to all those addicted to the Flash platform and multimedia world. We are interested in educational articles (tutorials), editorials on best practices, articles, tips, and inspirational showcases. In short, high-quality content which will help readers learn something and become better professionals.

The Tech Labs give particularly importance to the quality of your articles as the outcome of each. Their quality should be as much professional and objective as possible so it could easily be adopted in a all kinds of environments by beginners and by professionals.
What to Write About?

We are looking for extensive tutorials on:

1. Adobe Flash

2. Adobe Flex

3. Adobe Air

4. Adobe Flash Lite

5. Actionscript 3.0

We prefer complete, practical and extensive tutorials. For example a tutorial demonstrating How To Create a Video Player with Playlist would be preferred to a simple demonstration on how to retrieve data from a XML file. Having said that if the final result is really great, or important, or useful then we’d be interested!
We have preference for:

· 3D Topics
· Flash games
· Flash applications
· Flash animation and interactivity
· Flash web design and user interfaces
· Best Practices;
· Inspirational Articles;
· Editorials;
Articles Guidelines
Pre-Requisites

· You must send in your ALREADY WRITTEN tutorial. Please note not every tutorial will be accepted.

· Your tutorial must be your original work and not published elsewhere.

· You must have a PayPal account for us to pay you; this fee will be paid on the 1st week of every month.

· You will need to format your tutorial as per the format described below.

· Your tutorial may be edited prior to publishing.

· All tutorials must have an attachment, the source files and other relevant files used in the tutorial.

· All tutorials must contain at least 15 steps;

· Each step should have at least one image or demo, showing the result of the tutorial at that step (when applicable);

· We are under no obligation to approve any Article for publication or to make it available on TheTechLabs.com website for  any period of time;

· You consent to The Tech Labs retain the ownership of your tutorial, and allow us to re-publish its content on 3rd parties websites also (Please read bellow at “Re-publishing content from The Tech Labs” to know more.);

How to Format your Tutorial

Tutorials should be formatted in a series of steps. Each step should have either an image or code snippet involved. If you are using code snippets, do the following:

1. Wrap the code snippet in <pre></pre> tags;
2. Ensure that any images you use are 540px wide.

3. Must contain at least 15 steps;

4. You can use <em> </em> tags for emphasis. These tags will italicize the words between them.
5. To help, you can download the html tutorial template and logos here.
The Step-by-Step system

A good rule of thumb is ‘One window/panel/menu, one step’. Selecting ‘Effect’ > ‘Color Correction’ > ‘Hue/Saturation’ is one step. Selecting ‘Effect’ > ‘Distort’ > ‘Mirror’ is one step. However, you do not need more than one step for a situation where you are adjusting multiple sliders in one window, because you are only working in one window and not switching. When you access a new menu, window or panel, you should add another numerical step. If in doubt, add another step. People tend to retain and understand information more effectively when it’s presented in bite-size chunks.
Intro Preview

Before users invest time in a tutorial they want to be sure they’re learning an effect they actually want to create. This is why every tutorial must begin with a preview of the finished product. This preview should be 540px wide. 
The best way to preview a Flash effect is a live demo. Animations can be embedded on the tutorial page. A web UI or Flash game may require its own page, therefore be sure to prepare your files to avoid any domain security problems.
Milestone Previews

As the heart of Flash is animation, it’s impossible to capture this in a still image. For this reason, it’s important to have extra previews at key points in the tutorial so that users can compare their work with yours and make sure they are on the right track and that everything is animating correctly. This should be an embedded Flash file of 540px wide.
About the Author

Feel free to use the following example for your bio. We also need you to send us your gravatar url or a pic.
Jack Herrington is an engineer, author and presenter who lives and works in the Bay Area. His mission is to expose his fellow engineers to new technologies. That covers a broad spectrum, from demonstrating programs that write other programs in the book Code Generation in Action. Providing techniques for building customer centered web sites in PHP Hacks and Getting Started With Flex 3. All the way writing a how-to on audio blogging called Podcasting Hacks. All of which make great holiday gifts and are available online here, and at your local bookstore. Jack also writes articles for O’Reilly, DevX and IBM Developerworks. Jack lives with his wife, daughter and two adopted dogs. When he is not writing software, books or articles you can find him on his bike, running or in the pool training for triathlons. You can keep up with Jack's work and his writing at his <a href=”http://jackherrington.com” />blog</a>
Downloadable & Preview Files

Most tutorials will have a set of files to demonstrate the effect. Place these files in a folder inside your zip. If the files are like a Flex or Flash Project, try to make sure everything is neatly organized and has a read me file.

Please note, not all tutorials will be accepted.

We only accept tutorials that match the site’s standards of both writing and tutorial content. If your tutorial is accepted, payment of US$100 will be made within the 1s week of each month after your tutorial has been posted on The Tech Labs. Please note that if we gain evidence in this time that the tutorial or source images used in the tutorial have been plagiarized we will take the tutorial off the site and payment will not be made.

Submit the tutorials to cpinho [at] thetechlabs [dot] com

Re-publishing content from The Tech Labs

The content of The Tech Labs cannot be re published either, totally or partially, without our written consent. However, by submitting a tutorial to us, you consent that your article can be re published at a 3rd party website or other medium;

We will only accept to republish our content, when the other website or medium, will help to expose your content and The Tech Labs. i.e. As a practical example, if Adobe invite us to republish your article at Adobe.com or O’Reilly Media, Inc to republish at InsideRIA, we will most likely to accept it, due to the high profile of both companies, and the potential exposure of your work. However, if in any time, such republishing evolves fees, we will always contact you.
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